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She was in no way unchaste or immoral. It was strange
that while immoral men or women went unpunished and
the lapses of some society men and women never came to
light, people went out of their way to outcast innocent
victims of brutality! Such an outlook pained him. He
could never turn out or look down upon his daughter or
wife if she had been subjected to such evil treatment and
had escaped or been liberated. He had met such women,
both Hindus and Muslims, and had told them that they
had nothing to feel ashamed of.
Gandhiji said that a large number of Hindu and Sikh
girls had been abducted in Pakistan. God alone knew what
awful things they were being subjected to. The Hindus
and the Sikhs in the Union had not behaved better. He
had learnt that the Muslim girls who were abducted were
subjected to unnamable ill-treatment by their lustful cap-
tors. He would like the East Punjab Government and its
officers to deliver every one of such girls from indecent
captivity. Every abduction or capture should be regarded
by both the Governments as illegal and ab initio void. It
was the peremptory duty of the two Governments not to
rest till every such girl was freed from captivity and re-
turned to the respective Governments. There could be no
question of voluntary conversion or association on the part
of the girl concerned.
From Reports of Gandhiffs after-prayer speeches
Harijan, 7-12-'47
It was said that in some places some of the abducted
women did not wish to return. They had changed their
religion and were married. Gandhiji did not believe it.
Such marriages and such conversions must be considered
null and void. It was the duty of the two Governments
to see that each one of these women was restored to her
family. The families should receive them with open arms.
To ostracize them for having fallen into evil hands was
inexcusable cruelty.
Public opinion had to be created in favour of restora-
tion. The two Governments should stake their all on the